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DRAFT
MINUTES OF MEETING OF GRESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: 	Cllr. S. Ilsley (Chairman), Cllr C. Arnold (Vice Chair), Cllr. C. Dennis, Cllr. D. Jacobs, Cllr. A. Wilton and Cllr. G. Wright
Attendance:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
		County Cllr. E. Vardy
		District Cllr. Calllum Ringer
		
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm and welcomed everyone	

1.	To receive apologies for absence
	Apologies were received from Cllr. G. Syder
2. 	Declarations of Interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests	
	None
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	No public in attendance
4.	To approve the Minutes of Meeting held on 14th January 2026 and matters arising  
	The minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman.  There were no matters arising

5.	Reports from County and District Councillors
	County Councillor Eric Vardy’s report had been circulated and is annexed to these minutes. 
	Cllr Vardy further reported that he would be standing down at the election in May.  He reminded the meeting that it was worth addressing how we can access the County Council budget for members’ expenses.  Members also had a budget of £5,000 for community spending, where they could authorise up to £500 per parish and above that, funding is by crowdfunding (mainly sponsors). Cllr. Vardy was thanked for all he had done for Gresham PC and then left the meeting.  
	
	District Councillor Callum Ringer had sent his report, which had been circulated and is annexed to these minutes.  He further spoke on proposed funding for parishes by the District Council, which would be similar to the County Council, in that District Councillors would have a budget to award in their parishes. Full details were not yet available.  Cllr. Ringer confirmed he would be standing in the County Council elections for the 28 villages in the Erpingham Ward.   Regarding schools, Corpusty would not now be amalgamated with Gresham, but would still be closing.  It has been suggested that pupils attend school at Reepham.  The District Council had voted to take Synergy to task for its financial management and had asked the Department of Education to intervene, but they had declined. Further discussion followed on the subject.   Cllr. Ringer then updated the meeting on the A148 review, where it was hoped further speed limits would be introduced.  

	District Councillor Ringer then made his apologies and left the meeting 

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	None
6.2	Update on Application:
	PF/25/2742 Single storey rear extension and rebuilding of existing kitchen – 6 Castle Close, Gresham –  Approved

7.	Finance and Regulatory
7.1	To approve List of Payments.
	The List was approved and then signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. 
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7.2	To receive cash account and report on the bank reconciliation    
	The cash account was received and Cllr. Jacobs reported that the bank reconciliation was correct.

8.	Village Park 
8.1	Update on play equipment repairs and approve any further costs
	The Clerk distributed an updated list of outstanding work and it was agreed as follows.
1. Swing hangers:  Cllr. Ilsley confirmed he had fitted the last of the swing hangers
2. P. Cunningham was programmed to repair the trim trail on the following Friday.
3. Pavilion plumbing leak:  Cllr.Wilton had repaired the leak and fitted a new stop tap in the Pavilion, although other plumbing faults had come to light. There were now four working toilets. Cllr. Ilsley had purchased and fitted the cap for drains at the rear of the Pavilion. 
4. It had been noticed that rats were accessing the Pavilion through a hole in the wooden extension. Discussed and agreed that a board could be fitted to prevent access.
5. Shed roof and crack in wall:   Cllr. Wright ask his son (a Master Builder) to check the crack in the shed wall
6. Old scramble net – Cllr. Ilsley to cut up and remove.  Cllr. Wilton and the Clerk offered to help
7. Jubilee tree plaque – Cllr Ilsley to put in place when a plastic post received.
8. Rocker – missing cap – Cllr. Ilsley to check.
9. Picnic Area- It was suggested that slabbing the area would be too expensive for how often it was used and top soil should be tipped on the area.  The planks would have to be removed. Cllr. Ilsley had found some slabs at no cost and suggested laying a smaller area for benches to stand on.  
8.2	To discuss and agree work arising from tree survey
	The tree survey had been completed.  The Clerk has asked for three quotes and one had been received.  The survey results were discussed in detail and it was agreed to wait for further quotes. Agreed to contact the estate regarding tree branches overhanging Hellgate Lane and right of way to allotments.    
8.3	To agree surfacing for picnic area
	As above - 8.1.9
8.4	Update on any other maintenance
	None  

9.	To deal with any correspondence
	None other than emailed newsletter and circulars

10.	Matters for information only and next Agenda	
	1. Pothole by bridge in Lower Gresham
	2.  An update was given on highway matters reported at the January meeting.
	3.  Dairy Lane footpath was muddy and uneven.  Agreed to ask if the rights-of-way officer would meet the Parish Council at the Lane – County Councillor to be copied in.
	
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.  The approved cheques were signed.
