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DRAFT
MINUTES OF MEETING OF GRESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: 	Cllr. S. Ilsley (Chairman), Cllr C. Arnold (Vice Chair), Cllr. G. Syder, Cllr. D. Jacobs, Cllr. C. Dennis and Cllr. A. Wilton
Attendance:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
		District Cllr. Calllum Ringer		
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.	

1.	To receive apologies for absence
	Apologies were received from Cllr. G. Wright
2. 	Declarations of Interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests	
	None
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	No public in attendance

4.	To approve the Minutes of Meeting held on 12th November 2025 and matters arising  
	The minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman.  
	Matters arising:  
1. Regarding the precept for 2026-27 the tax base had been received.  There was virtually no change from 2025-26.
2. The manhole in Upper Gresham had not yet been repaired.  The ditch had not been cleared, although it had been acknowledged by NCC as having been reported.  The Clerk would photograph and chase.

5.	Reports from County and District Councillors
	County Councillor Eric Vardy’s report had been circulated and is annexed to these minutes.  
	
	District Councillor Callum Ringer had sent his report, which had been circulated and is annexed to these minutes.  He enlarged on the report by explaining that he covered nine parishes and the same problems often arose.  He outlined his proposals for networking and asked if the parish councillors would reply to his survey via the link in his report so he could gauge support.  He had further news on local Schools, including that he understood that Gresham School would be losing a member of staff and had asked for voluntary redundancies. The Synergy Trust wished to close Corpusty School and re-open it as a SEND school and the 6th form at Sheringham High would be closed.  It was expected that the pupils from Corpusty would be relocated to Gresham. The local MP would be meeting with the Trust next week when further information should be available.  The implications of this were discussed and Cllr. Ilsley suggested it would be better to re-locate the SEND school to Sheringham and leave the Corpusty School open. 

	District Councillor Ringer then made his apologies and left the meeting 

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	None
6.2	Update on Application:
	PF/25/2742 Single storey rear extension and rebuilding of existing kitchen – 66 Castle Close, Gresham – the Parish Council had submitted “no objection” and the application was pending a decision by NNDC.

7.	Finance and Regulatory
7.1	To approve List of Payments.
	The circulated List was updated with the EON Next December bill at £25.23.  It was approved and then signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. 
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7.2	To receive cash account and report on the bank reconciliation    
	Questions raised were answered by the Clerk and the cash account was approved.  Cllr. Jacobs reported that the bank reconciliation was correct.

8.	Village Park 
8.1	Update on play equipment repairs and approve any further costs
	The Clerk confirmed that the swing seats had been delivered, together with the daisy rocker caps.   and were in the Pavilion.  She distributed a list of outstanding work and it was agreed as follows.
1. Shed roof:   Cllr. Ilsley to ask his builder to check the crack in the shed wall
2. Proposed and resolved to accept the quote from P. Cunningham to repair the trim trail leaning posts and bridge rotten post.
3. Painting of old swings – hold quotation over to next meeting
4. Old scramble net – Cllr. Ilsley to remove
5. Jubilee tree plaque – Cllr Ilsley to put in place
6. Pavilion - plumbing leak.  Cllrs. Ilsley and Wilton to repair.  Cllr. Ilsley to purchase cap for drains and cowl for extractor to prevent vermin for accessing Pavilion.
7. Picnic Area- S. Ilsley to initially obtain a quote from his builder for sand base and laying of slabs
8.2	To agree scope and cost of tree survey
	Proposed and resolved to accept the quote of £490 from David Gillett for the five-year inspection of trees on Park and The Routs allotment site.  Agreed to ask him to include the trees at the edge of the driveway to the Village Hall and Park.
8.3	To agree surfacing for picnic area
	As above - 8.1.7
8.4	Update on any other maintenance
	Cllr. Wright had organised the hedge cutting on the Park 

9.	To deal with any correspondence
	Letter from Natural England thanking the Parish Council for consent to access the Park for a survey for the England Ecosystem Survey in 2025/26.

10.	Matters for information only and next Agenda	
	1. A new gate access in the village had been made and was over a road drain.  
	2. The defibrillator had been deployed and the key codes had been difficult to read.  The parish councillors checked the defibrillator and agreed a quote should be obtained to move it higher up the wall where it would more easily be read.  Clerk to check with Community Heartbeat Trust for their consent and obtain quote.
	3. The Chairman had met the new Head Teacher at the School on behalf of himself as a neighbour and the Parish Council.  He had explained what the Parish Council had achieved regarding parking and traffic and that they would continue supporting the School.  
	4.  Clerk to write to landowner regarding hedge at Upper Gresham footpath and tree leaning opposite the Church
	5.  The Vodaphone reception was still poor.
	6.  The Chairman and Clerk had attended the latest SNAP meeting.  There had been no reported crime in the parish.
	7.  The hedge on the footpath from Threeways to the Village Sign needed cutting – Clerk to report to Highways Authority.  
	8.  Hedge outside Church Farm was overgrown.  Clerk to photo and report to Highways Authority.
	9.  Road near stream at Lower Gresham was still flooding.  Clerk to photo and ask Highways Authority if a drain could be installed.	
	10. The ditch by the bus shelter in Upper Gresham was still overgrown – Clerk to chase
	11. The manhole for electricity in the same place was raised above the ground and a trip hazard – Clerk to chase.       	
	
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.  The approved cheques were signed.
