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DRAFT
GRESHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Held on Wednesday 14th May 2025 at 7.30pm in Gresham Village Hall 

Present:	Parish Council: Cllr. S. Ilsley (Chairman), Cllr. C. Dennis, Cllr. D. Jacobs and Cllr. A. Wilton
		Gresham Grasshopper Newsletter Editor	
		Gresham Village Hall Committee Chair, Acting Secretary and Bookings Secretary
		Mrs. S. Hayden (Parish Clerk), 
		District Councillor Callum Ringer
		Two members of the public
	
1.	The Minutes of the Parish Annual Meeting dated 14th May 2024 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

2.	There were no matters arising

3.	Report by Chairman covering the activities of the Parish Council
	The Chairman of the Parish Council gave his report a copy of which is annexed to these Minutes. Referring to the Police SNAP meetings, he gave an example breakdown of the figures for the Chaucer (Gresham) Ward and explained the work done by our Beat Manager in the community.
	
4.	Report by Gresham Methodist Church		
	Apologies and a report had been sent by the Church.  The report was read out by the Parish Clerk and a copy is annexed to these minutes.

5.	Report by Gresham Village Hall Association
	The Chair of the Village Hall Association introduced herself, the acting Secretary and Bookings Secretary and explained they were all fairly new to their posts and were working together to keep the Village Hall open, although she explained, the Secretary was unwell and they had not yet received all paperwork.  She reported that they were working towards applying for a grant for solar panels and an air source heat pump for the Village Hall.   Some of the previous committee were helping out “filling the gaps” with the administration.  They were keen to increase the use of the Hall and involve the School more.  There was a blues band booked to play at the end of the month.  Grant funding was discussed and District Cllr. Ringer offered a letter of support for any applications.  

6.	Report by Gresham Grasshopper Newsletter
	The Editor explained that the Newsletter was a free bi-monthly publication to inform about events in the village, publish articles and communicate goods and services for sale.  It also contained details for neighbourhood links (transport) with those details being published in each edition.  There were 84 subscribers on-line and 33 were delivered by hand.  There may be many in the village who do not know the Newsletter exists and she would be pleased if everyone could spread the word.  She thanked the regular contributors, reading out the names and organisations.  Over the past year, the Newsletter had expanded to include regular items for sale/wanted and feedback had been positive with thanks received following a local garage sale that had benefited.  The adverts would continue with no charge for private advertisers and a small charge for 
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	businesses, which would help towards expenses for producing the Newsletter.  Articles for publication would be welcome, although the cost of reproducing photos was too high for them to be published.   One article had been published written by the Felbeck Trust and had been well received. The Editor would be pleased if someone could offer to occasionally deliver the Newsletter in Lower Gresham when she was away or unable to deliver.  Currently there was no funding for the Newsletter, although the Parish Council had given a donation.    

	At this point the subject of play equipment in the village was discussed

7.	Public questions, representations and discussion
	
	The Chairman asked if District Councillor Ringer would like to give his report.
	
	He agreed and reported that he received emails from the Rural Services Network with funding details and would forward this to the Parish Clerk for onward distribution to the Village Hall Committee and anyone who might benefit.   Regarding the reorganisation of local government, North Norfolk District Council had voted to object to the whole process, but if imposed, submitted that they preferred the option of three councils for Norfolk.  Norfolk County Council had preferred one council for the whole of Norfolk.  Cllr. Ringer outlined the current and proposed system, including a Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk.  He felt that Council Tax would be homogenised which would result in a higher rate for North Norfolk than currently.   A member of the public asked when this type of re-organisation had been first put forward, with Cllr. Ringer replying that it had been ongoing for about ten years in other parts of the country.   Discussion followed on this subject. District Councillor Ringer then advised that he would be holding his surgery tour (to include Gresham) in June and July and would forward the dates when known.  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm 
