Page 470
DRAFT

MINUTES OF MEETING OF GRESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Wednesday 8th January 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: 	S. Ilsley (Chairman), Cllr. C. Arnold (Vice Chairman), Cllr. C. Dennis, Cllr. D. Jacobs, Cllr. G. Wright
Attendance:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
		County Councillor Eric Vardy
		District Cllr. Callum Ringer
		
The meeting was opened at 7.30pm by the Chairman who welcomed everyone to the meeting
1.	To receive apologies for absence
	None
2. 	Declarations of Interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests	
	None
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	None
4.	To approve the Minutes of Meeting held on 13th November 2025 and matters arising 
	The minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman.  
	Matters arising: The Clerk confirmed that mole control on the Park had been carried out.

5.	Reports from County and District Councillor

	County Councillor Vardy had sent his report which had been circulated and is annexed to these minutes.  He further reported that the County Council elections to be held in May could be cancelled in order to deal with unitary councils and devolution, that could be imposed by the Government if not taken up voluntarily. The details of how this would work are not yet known.  There will be a full Council meeting at 10am on the following day that would be broadcasted live on YouTube.  There had been nothing about parish councils in the Government white paper on the subject. The 2025 elections could be postponed for a year, but Cllr. Vardy felt a two-year delay would be more likely, before any devolution deal could be finalised and operating.  He was prepared to continue in office until whenever the elections were held. 
	At this point District Councillor Ringer confirmed he would send his written report, but added that he felt that Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils would be combined and that NNDC and NCC wished to retain their separate identity, although this would be decided by Government.  He explained that the current uncertainty affected what NNDC could plan for and an example of this was the new regulations for collection of food waste which was at the planning stage.
	County Councillor Vardy then reported on other matters, the first being that the proposed Sheringham turn roundabout would be shelved despite funding being agreed by the previous Government.  The decision on the proposed new recycling centre would be going to Judicial Review.  Discussion followed.
	 
	District Councillor Ringer then replied that NNDC had objected to the plans for the new recycling centre.  He expressed his sadness of the passing of Pierre Bütikofer just before Christmas, who had fought cancer bravely.  His wife has set up an appeal in his memory to fund the purchase of pillows for the Norfolk & Norwich Hospital as he had noticed the shortage of them whilst attending Hospital.  On other matters he reported meeting with PC Houghton in connection with parking at the School and PC Houghton had been pro-active and had visited since to keep an eye 
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on the parking situation.   The Highways Engineer had agreed paint white lines near the bench outside the Church and on the corner to discourage parking there.  He confirmed that a feasibility study costing about £5,000 would be needed before 30mph signs could be moved on Church Road and that would have to be funded by the Parish Council.   Discussion followed on the A148 road dangers, District Cllr. Ringer stating that he wished for a review of the road to be held.   

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	None
6.2	To discuss and make observations on the following application:
	PF/24/2608 Two storey and single storey ear extensions to dwelling, first floor window in existing side elevation, render over brickwork to existing single storey section – 3 Watermill Close, Lower Gresham, NR11 8RD – The Clerk advised that she had spoken to a nearby resident who had no objection to this application.  The plans were shown and discussed.  Agreed there was no objection and no comments to be made.
6.3	Update on application:	
	PF/22/1723 Conversion of single storey outbuilding and external alterations to form a one-bedroom holiday let – land north of Sustead Road, Lower Gresham –   Still pending NNDC decision.

7.	Finance and Regulatory
7.1	To approve List of Payments.
	The circulated List was amended to add a payment of £30.62 to EON and the anticipated payment for mole control.  It was agreed to repay Cllr. Dennis £18 for the cost of paint for the Park rockers.  The List was then approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  
7.2	To receive cash account and report on bank reconciliation
	The cash account was received with no comments.  Cllr. Jacobs reported that the bank reconciliation was correct.
7.3	To appoint internal auditor for 2024-25 acccount
	The Clerk confirmed that Beryl Flood was happy to carry out the audit again.  Proposed and resolved to appoint Beryl Flood.
	
8.	Village Park – Any Park Matters
8.1	 Update on repairs required by Play Area Report and approve any further costs
	 Cllr. Dennis had removed the seat part of the rockers and was painting the rusty parts, although she had been held up by the weather.  She was thanked for her work in dealing with the repairs.  Cllr. Ilsley reported that he had checked the brackets on the older swings and had received an offer of help from a resident.  They would be dealing with that when the weather improved.  Regarding the cradle seat, the Clerk pointed out that the Parish Council must not be negligent in moving on with the repair and Cllr. Ilsley agreed to remove the seat so it could not be used.
8.2	To consider quotations and agree contractor for shed roof repair
	Agreed to hold over until the next meeting until the cost of repairs to the play equipment had been finalised.   
8.3	To update/agree Park check rota
	Due to a resignation from the Parish Council, the Park rota needed updating and it was agreed that Cllr. Ilsley would carry out a check during the first week of every month, Cllr. Arnold the second week, the Clerk the third week and Cllr. Dennis the fourth week. Cllr. Ilsley would get keys cut for the Pavilion.  The Clerk would distribute the inspection policy. At this point, the Clerk confirmed she had purchased defibrillator pads and they expired at the end of January.  

9.	To consider removal of telephone box in Holt Road
	Following a request from NNDC for comments on the proposal to remove the telephone box n Holt Road, it was discussed and agreed to comment that until Gresham had good mobile 
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	reception, the Parish Council would prefer the telephone box be retained and that it was too far from the Lower Gresham telephone box to be useful in an emergency in Upper Gresham.

10..	To deal with any correspondence
	None

11.	Matters for Information Only or Next Agenda
	For Information:
1.  Cllr. Ilsley had noted that following BT Openreach working on a telegraph pole near the Church, the cover had not been replaced and wires were dangling from the upper part of the pole.   On an electricity pole outside the Church the ivy was growing over the transformer. In the past this had caused a fire when it was dry.  The Clerk was asked to report both matters.
2. Cllr. Jacobs reported that the problem of the discarded dog poo bags in the hedge on Sustead Road had been resolved.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.  The approved cheque was signed.
