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DRAFT
MINUTES OF MEETING OF GRESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Wednesday 13th November 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: 	S. Ilsley (Vice-Chairman), Cllr. C. Arnold, Cllr. C. Dennis, Cllr. D. Jacobs, Cllr. G. Wright
Attendance:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
		District Cllr. Callum Ringer
		Two members of the public

In the absence of the Chairman, the meeting was opened by the Vice-Chairman at 7.30pm

1.	To confirm resignation of Cllr S. Smith and elect a Chairman, followed by signing of Acceptance of Office
	The resignation of Steven Smith was received with regret and thanks for his past contribution to the Parish Council.  Proposed and resolved that Cllr. Simon Ilsley be elected as Chairman, who then signed the Acceptance of Office.
2.	To elect a Vice-Chairman
	Proposed and resolved to elect Cllr. Carolyn Arnold as Vice-Chairman
3.	To receive apologies for absence
	County Cllr. E. Vardy had sent apologies. 
4. 	Declarations of Interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests	
	None
5.	Public questions, comments or representations
	None
6.	To approve the Minutes of Meeting held on 11th September 2024 and matters arising 
	The minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman.  There were no matters arising.
7.	Reports from County and District Councillor
	County Councillor Vardy had sent his report which had been circulated and is annexed to these minutes
District Cllr. Ringer’s report had been circulated and is annexed to these minutes.  He reminded the parish councillors that they could email him on any queries arising from his reports.  He further reported that as part of his case work for Steffan Aquarone MP, he had been corresponding with Cornerstone who had erected the telephone mast in Gresham, following complaints from  residents about lack of reception with Vodaphone.  Cornerstone had stated that the Vodaphone apparatus had not been installed due to budget concerns.  He had sent a letter (signed by the MP, himself and S. Smith as (former) Chairman of the Parish Council) to Vodaphone on which he was awaiting a reply. On the subject of affordable housing, NNDC had very recently sent an email to parish councils, with specific numbers of people/households awaiting housing in each parish, together with the number of holiday homes.  It was notable that these numbers when compared, were virtually equal.   Referring to parking near the School, he had received complaints from residents and was shortly due to meet the local Beat Manager, Highways Engineer and MP in the village.  The Chairman asked to be present and this was agreed.  Turning to planning, Cllr. Ringer confirmed that there were ongoing enforcement negotiations at an address in Sustead Road and that PF/22/1723 had not been decided as it fell within nutrient neutrality restrictions.
Discussion followed on the various subjects raised.

8.	Planning
8.1	To discuss and make observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	None
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8.2	Update on applications:
	PF/22/1723 Conversion of single storey outbuilding and external alterations to form a one-bedroom holiday let – land north of Sustead Road, Lower Gresham –   Still pending NNDC decision, as District Councillor Ringer’s report above.

9.	Finance and Regulatory
9.1	To approve List of Payments
	The circulated List was amended to add £35.02 EON and then approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  
9.2	To receive cash account and report on bank reconciliation
	The cash account was received with no comments.  Cllr. Jacobs reported that the bank reconciliation was correct.
9.3	To approve draft Financial Regulations
	Proposed and resolved to approve the draft Regulations
9.4	To consider and agree electricity tariff
	Agreed to try changing to one year recommended tariff provided cheque payment could be made, otherwise to continue on the same tariff.
9.5	To consider Budget for 2024-25 and set precept
	Discussed in particular, future maintenance costs.  Proposed and resolved to approved the draft Budget and set the precept at £10,000 

10.	Village Park – Any Park Matters
10.1	To consider repairs required by Play Area Report and approve costs
	A quote had been obtained for the repairs, which was higher than expected.  Discussed in detail.  Agreed that the Chairman and Cllr. Dennis would meet at the Park the following day and review the situation, in particular the rockers and cradle swing.  
10.2	To consider quotations and agree contractor for shed roof repair
	The Clerk had obtained two more quotes.  Agreed to hold over until the next meeting until the cost of repairs to the play equipment had been quantified.  
10.3	Any other Park matters
	The School had held a cross-country event without informing the Parish Council as requested the previous year.   The moles were active and Cllr. Dennis agreed to contact the contractor for his opinion on control.  

11.	To receive Asset Safety Report and agree any actions
	The bus shelter had been cleaned.  Other matters held over until the next meeting when costs for play equipment repairs would be known. 
12.	To deal with any correspondence
	NNDC – Housing allocations as item 7 above
	Natural England – Permission request to carry out survey on Park.
13.	Matters for Information Only or Next Agenda
	For Information:
           1. The Newsletter Editor had asked for a donation for stationery.  This had been agreed during a previous financial year at a limit of £50.  Agreed to make payment, with a note to confirm there was no current budget for donations due to the rising costs of maintenance for the Parish Council.  
	2.  The late Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Bailey had left the village a legacy of an original tracing of an early 19th century map which had been handed to the Village Hall Committee to be hung in the Village Hall.  Cllr. Jacobs confirmed it was intended to hang it in the main Hall.
	3.  Cllr. Dennis confirmed she had cleared the tree blocking Fairies Lane with the permission of the landowner.  
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.40pm.  The approved cheques were signed.
