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Councillor Report September 2024
Armed forces Covenant Gold Award
North Norfolk District Council have been awarded the Gold Award from the Defence Employer Recognition Scheme (ERS) in recognition for our commitment to the Armed Forces.  As a Council, we have signed up to the Armed Forces Covenant and have pledged:
· To acknowledge and understand that those who serve and who have served in the armed forces and their families should be treated with fairness and respect in the communities, economy and society they serve with their lives
The Council has previously been awarded the Bronze Award (2022) and the Silver Award (2023) and has now been awarded the Gold Award.
To achieve gold recognition, the Council provided evidence demonstrating how as an employer, it supports employees and their families who currently serve or who have previously served.
The Council proactively promoted and encouraged Parish Councils and Voluntary Organisations in North Norfolk to adopt and sign their own Armed Forces Covenant Pledge and apply for the Defence Employer Recognition Scheme Bronze award.
As well as working with employers, the Armed Forces Covenant also provides support to the armed forces community, providing assistance towards:
· Education and family well-being
· Housing
· Starting a new career
· Access to healthcare
· Financial assistance
· Discounted services
Find out more about the Armed Forces Covenant here - www.north-norfolk.gov.uk/armedforces
Cromer and Mundesley Coastal Works
Good progress is being made for the Cromer and Mundesley Coastal Management Schemes, as contractors Balfour Beatty undertake the work programmes at both locations.
Rock is now being offloaded at both beach locations, delivered by barge onto the shore during high tide. The rock is dropped into the water, so that when the tide goes out, and it is recovered from the sand using excavators and dumpers and sorted into stockpiles.
In Cromer, a large amount of rock has already been delivered, and the contractors have started to place the rock revetment to the west of the pier.
When finished, the rock revetment will cover approximately 300 metres to the west of the pier, in line with the bottom of the Melbourne Slope.
If you have been down to Cromer in particular you will see that the works in themselves are becoming a tourist attraction.  People are standing and watching and there are some information boards too.  As a geographer I am particularly pleased to see that a day at the beach being in a small part a geography field trip! 
UK Shared Prosperity Fund
North Norfolk District Council successfully secured over £2.6m of funding from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) and the Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) to distribute in the district.
Working with partners, NNDC developed several schemes and grants to support businesses and local community groups, helping them to invest in new buildings and facilities, purchase new equipment, create jobs, provide better digital connectivity, train their workforce and become more sustainable.
THE UKSPF and REPF programmes opened in 2022 and are due to finish in March 2025.
Grant delivery by numbers:
• 1,356 businesses supported through the Visitor Economy Support Programme
• 153 businesses supported through the Go Digital Scheme
• 88 businesses offered bespoke 1:1 business advice through the Growth Hub
• 65 houses supported with energy advice or retro fitting as part of Cost of Living support through Norfolk Warm Homes
• 52 carbon reduction plans for North Norfolk businesses through the Decarbonisation and Growth Programme
• 388 people upskilled through the Future Skills Now programme
Much of the grant funding  a number of schemes are still available, including advice and funding to help businesses looking to improve their digital systems, support for improving workforce skills and training  and guidance to help businesses to become more sustainable and reduce their energy bills
Support also remains available for tourism businesses through Visit North Norfolk and 1-to-1 business advice through the Growth Hub.
Find out more: https://www.north-norfolk.gov.uk/UKSPFandREPF 
NNDC Planning Service given platinum award
North Norfolk District Council’s planning service has been identified as one of only 12 authorities rated as ‘platinum’ for their service delivery.
Planning Resource, an online publication and information resource for planners, rated North Norfolk with the highest award, based on their criteria for the speed and quality of decision-making around planning matters.
In September 2022, North Norfolk committed to an improvement in the performance of the planning service and subsequently developed a planning service improvement plan that focused on placing customers at the heart of decision making.
Congratulations to Plumstead Church….. on winning the most improved church in terms of fundraising for the Norfolk Churches Trust sponsored cycle ride.  They’ll receive a bonus cheque for £1000 on top of what they raised.  Very well deserved and well done to them.   I will be supporting the charity again this year, cycling in support of St Helen’s and All Saints’ West Beckham and you can sponsor me here: https://www.justgiving.com/page/callum-and-kathryn123?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fcallum-and-kathryn123&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share 
Good luck to all those taking part on the day, and fingers crossed the weather in nice.
Footpath Challenge
A tendon injury, general election and sponsored cycle ride has slowed progress on this.  I have currently walked 59 of 104 footpaths covering just shy of 70 miles.  I will hopefully by done by the time the year is out!  I am reporting footpath issues to county as I come across them but please do let me know if there are particular areas of concern.
And Finally…. I continue to be available for any casework issues that arise so do get in touch if I can be of any assistance.  Callum.ringer@north-norfolk.gov.uk
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