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DRAFT
MINUTES OF MEETING OF GRESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Wednesday 10th January 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: 	Cllr. S. Smith (Chairman), S. Ilsley (Vice Chairman), Cllr. C. Arnold, Cllr. C. Dennis, Cllr. D. Goodrum, Cllr. D. Jacobs, Cllr. G. Wright
Attendance:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
		District Councillor Callum Ringer
			
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.30pm
		
1.	To receive apologies
	County Councillor Eric Vardy had sent apologies
2. 	Declarations of Interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests	
	None
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	No public present 
4.	To approve the Minutes of Meeting held on 8th November 2023 and matters arising from those minutes 
	The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  There were no matters arising.

5.	Reports from County and District Councillor
	County Councillor Vardy’s reports had been circulated prior to the meeting and are annexed to these minutes.
	District Councillor Ringer spoke on Exception Housing and encouraged the Parish Council to consider possible sites. He would email the figures on the waiting list for the nine villages in the Gresham ward.  He explained there were 2,495 households on the waiting list for the N. Norfolk area and in the Gresham ward only five had been housed in 2023.  The forecast spend on housing in N. Norfolk for the next financial year was £1m and the Government only pay one quarter of that cost, with the duty to house being with the local authority, therefore placing a heavy financial burden on the authority.  Speaking on biodiversity, he acknowledged that Gresham PC had considered this, but would send a template policy for further consideration. Cllr. Ringer reminded the meeting that the County Council have a scheme called “Trees for Connectivity” and that the Woodland Trust supplied tree packs, with their scheme closing next November.  On litter, NNDC could supply litter pickers/hoops, etc for a community litter pick and also arrange to collect any litter picked.    NNDC was also running planning workshops and the next one would be in Holt on 1st February 2024.  Finally, Cllr. Ringer confirmed he was continuing with his footpath walks in his ward and had done 31 so far, reporting any problems he encountered to the County Council.  He had found they were mostly in good condition although the recent wet weather had not made walking easy. Discussion followed on flooding.  Cllr. Ringer was then thanked for attending and left the meeting.

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	None
6.2	Update on application:
	PF/22/1723 Conversion of single storey outbuilding and external alterations to form a one-bedroom holiday let – land north of Sustead Road, Lower Gresham –   Still pending NNDC decision 
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	although there was a recent tree survey and a report from the Landscape Officer with proposed conditions if the application was approved.  
	
7.	Finance and Regulatory
7.1	To receive  budget against actuals, cash account and report on bank reconciliation
	The budget and cash account was received with no comments.  Cllr. Jacobs approved the bank reconciliation.
7.2	To approve List of Payments
	The clerk advised that the EON invoice for December hadn’t been received so the amount was unknown.   The List of Payments was approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk 
7.3	To appoint internal auditor for 2023-24 accounts
	As John Stibbons wished to retire and new internal auditor would be needed. It was proposed and resolved to appoint Beryl Flood as internal auditor for the 2023-24 accounts.

8.	Village Park
8.1	To agree grass cutting contractor for 2024 
	The Clerk had received a quote from a new contactor.  Discussed and then proposed and resolved to keep to the existing contractor.
8.2	Any other Park matters
	The swift boxes and other boxes were ready to hang.  The bench needed moving and its feet soaking in preservative.  It was agreed preservative could be purchased. The bricks would be moved to the shed.   The shed roof was to be repaired in the Spring.

9.	To discuss highway matters including proposed Wigwags at School
	Wigwags had been erected outside the school car park and Church. The parish councillors had corresponded prior to the meeting regarding the one in front of the Church.  It was felt that it blocked the view of the Church and was too near the School to slow traffic. Agreed to ask for a meeting with the Highways Engineer to discuss the reasons why it had been so placed and ask for it to be moved to the other side of the crossroads.  Cllr. Ilsley reported that two members of School staff were parking along Cromer road blocking visibility for the residents and outside School house blocking a space at a particularly busy point during drop off and collection times.  The Clerk was asked to write to the School asking if they could park in the car park.
			 
10.	To discuss quotes and approve work for Roamer Pond trees
	Three quotes had been received.  Discussed and agreed to accept the quote from Rob Wright for £480 including VAT

11.	To deal with any correspondence
	NNDC – Exception Housing details – dealt with at item 5 above

12.	Matters for Information Only or Next Agenda
	There were potholes at the stream in Lower Gresham and at the junction of Chequers Road and Cromer Road.  The Clerk would report these.
	 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no other business the meeting closed at 9pm. 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 13th March 2024

